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punishments administered after death, must he awarded
not definitely to particular actions, hut on a general
survey of the person's whole life, and he easily per-
suades himself that whatever may have heen his
peccadilloes, there will be a balance in his favour at
the last. All positive religions aid this self-delusion.
Bad religions teach that divine vengeance may be
bought off, by offerings, or personal abasement; the
better religions, not to drive sinners to despair, dwell
so much on the divine mercy, that hardly any one
is compelled to think himself irrevocably condemned.
The sole quality in these punishments which might
seem calculated to make them efficacious, their over-
powering magnitude, is itself a reason why nobody
(except a hypochondriac here and there) ever really
believes that he is in any very serious danger of
incurring them. Even the worst malefactor is hardly
able to think that any crime he has had it in his power
to commit, any evil he can have inflicted in this short
space of existence, can have deserved torture extending
through an eternity. Accordingly religious writers-
*and preachers are never tired of complaining how
little effect religious motives have on men's lives and
conduct, notwithstanding the tremendous penalties
denounced.

Mr. Bentham, whom I have already mentioned as-
one of the few authors who have written anything to
the purpose on the efficacy of the religious sanction.